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Let's Teach Nursery, Pre-School and Reception Home Education 

Age 3 (Start ing School  2026):
Reading: Enjoying picture books,  recognis ing fami l iar  words,  and start ing to develop

an awareness of  letters and sounds.
Phonics:  Focus on environmental  sounds,  body sounds,  and nursery rhymes to develop

l istening ski l ls  and attent ion.
Communicat ion & Language: Encouraging vocabulary,  s imple conversat ions,  and

l istening to stor ies.
Age 3–4 (Start ing School  2025):

Reading: L istening to stor ies,  recognis ing key s ight words,  and beginning to retel l
s imple stor ies.

Phonics:  Progress ing through Level  1 phonics,  focusing on letter  sounds,  blending
simple consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words,  a l l i terat ion,  oral  blending and

beginning to recognise s imple word patterns.
Age 4–5:

Reading: Recognis ing and reading s imple words,  showing an understanding of
sentence structure,  and beginning to read short  stor ies independently.

Phonics:  Mastery of  Level  1 phonics (basic sounds)  and moving into Level  2
(digraphs,  blends) ,  recognis ing common word fami l ies,  and blending sounds to read

more complex words.
These ski l ls  bui ld progress ively,  with chi ldren moving through phonics levels  as they

master each stage. Phonics lessons wi l l  be ta i lored to their  abi l i ty ,  helping them
develop reading f luency and conf idence.

Let ’ s  Read

Stor i e s -  Top i c  Plac e s  i f  In t r e s t  
This half  terms topics wi l l  cover a range of excit ing environments and places. In Week 1,
chi ldren wi l l  explore the seaside with What the Ladybird Heard at the Seaside. Week 2

wil l  take them to the park with Percy the Park Keeper, fol lowed by a vis it  to the
shopping centre in Week 3 with Handa’s Surprise. In Week 4, they’ l l  learn about cafes

through The Tiger Who Came to Tea, and in Week 5, they’ l l  discover the garden centre
with Oliver’s Vegetables.  Throughout the topic,  we'l l  fol low the chi ldren's interests,

al lowing them to explore environments they’re part icular ly curious about.



Let ’ s  Wr i t e  
Age 3:

 Explore with penci ls  and crayons,
making random marks and developing

hand-eye coordinat ion.  Begin imitat ing
writ ing by making l ines and showing

interest  in holding writ ing tools.
Age 3–4:

 Form s imple shapes and letters,  explore
patterns,  and draw pictures of  fami l iar
objects.  Start  to understand that marks

carry meaning, write their  name, and
pretend to write or make l ists .

Age 4–5:
 Form recognisable letters and s imple
words (CVC) with correct penci l  gr ip.
Work towards the Ear ly Learning Goal
(ELG) by using phonic knowledge to

write words and phrases,  form letters
correct ly ,  wr ite their  name

independently,  and begin writ ing s imple
sentences with basic punctuat ion.

Let ’ s  Coun t

Nature Walks:  Explore the outdoors,  looking for s igns of  spr ing l ike blooming
f lowers,  insects,  and birds.

Gardening: Plant summer f lowers or veggies,  and let  your chi ld help with water ing
and car ing for them.

Arts & Crafts :  Create sun pr ints,  paper k ites,  or  leaf  col lages to celebrate warmer
weather.

Counting & Sort ing:  Col lect  fa l len leaves,  st icks,  or  stones and sort  them by s ize,
colour,  or  shape.

Baking:  Bake summer-themed treats l ike fruit  tarts  or berry muff ins,  pract ic ing
measur ing and mixing.

Outdoor Play:  Have a picnic,  play bal l  games,  or set up a smal l  outdoor obstacle
course.

Sensory Play:  Set up a water play stat ion or mud kitchen for hands-on explorat ion.
Storyt ime: Read weather or summer-themed books and talk about the pictures.

Scavenger Hunt:  Create a hunt for s igns of  summer,  such as specif ic  f lowers,  insects,
or trees.

Let’s   Celebrate
Which  s t i ck e r  d id your  ch i ld r e c e i v e ?

Let’s  Educate at  Home

www.littleclassroom.co.uk

Age 3:
 Explore numbers and shapes through

play,  counting objects up to 5,  and
sort ing by s ize,  shape, or colour.

Age 3–4:
 Count to 10,  ident i fy  and order numbers,
and understand s imple patterns.  Develop
mathematical  language through sort ing,
pattern recognit ion,  and using terms l ike
"more," " less," "bigger," and "smal ler ."

Age 4–5:
 Count to 20 and beyond, understand

basic addit ion and subtract ion,  and
recognise s imple shapes.  Use terms l ike

"more," " less," and "groups of" and
explore s ize,  weight,  and t ime concepts.

They wi l l  work towards the Ear ly  Learning
Goal  (ELG),  counting,  order ing,  and

writ ing numbers up to 20,  solv ing s imple
addit ion and subtract ion,  and apply ing

number knowledge in everyday s i tuat ions.


